
It’s about access to important programs and resources. 
Population counts determine how billions in funding for schools, Population counts determine how billions in funding for schools, 

hospitals, roads, and social services is distributed. hospitals, roads, and social services is distributed. 

It’s about fair representation.
Census data determines the number of representatives Census data determines the number of representatives 

Illinois has in Congress. Illinois has in Congress. 

Every decade, the government conducts a count of the entire population. Every decade, the government conducts a count of the entire population. 
This count will happen between March and April of 2020. This count will happen between March and April of 2020. 

CENSUS 2020people experiencing homelessness count, too!

www.chicagohomeless.org/census2020www.chicagohomeless.org/census2020



HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CENSUS 
IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS 
Couch surfing or staying at the 

home of a friend or relative

Responses are confidential, by law.Responses are confidential, by law.
The census will NOT ask about your citizenship status.The census will NOT ask about your citizenship status.

Questions? 
Contact Gloria, CCH Census 2020 Project Manager, at gloria@chicagohomeless.org or Contact Gloria, CCH Census 2020 Project Manager, at gloria@chicagohomeless.org or 

(312) 641-4140.(312) 641-4140.

In March 2020, every home will receive a In March 2020, every home will receive a 
mailing from the U.S. Census Bureau with mailing from the U.S. Census Bureau with 

instructions on how to participate.instructions on how to participate.
Forms can be completed online, by mail, or Forms can be completed online, by mail, or 

over the phone.over the phone.
Every person residing in the house should Every person residing in the house should 

be counted, including those staying be counted, including those staying 
temporarily.temporarily.

Staying at a shelter, on the street, 
or in a car

Census workers will visit service-based Census workers will visit service-based 
locations (shelters, soup kitchens) to locations (shelters, soup kitchens) to 

record responses between March 30 and record responses between March 30 and 
April 1, 2020.April 1, 2020.

If you are staying in a shelter or receive If you are staying in a shelter or receive 
services in the community, talk to staff services in the community, talk to staff 

ahead of time to confirm when their ahead of time to confirm when their 
location is being counted.location is being counted.


